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To 

THE  RIGHT  REVEREND, 
THE  LORD  BISHOP  OF  QUEBEC. 


MT  LORD, 

rvhofe  frames  are  hereunto fub- 
fcribed,  having  to  our  great  edification  and  comfr1 
been  prefent  at  the  Sermon  preached  by  Tour  Lordjlnp 
in  this  Ctty,  on  Thurfday  iafl,  which  was  the  Day  ap- 
pointed by  Proclamation,  for  a  general  thanks- 
giving to  Almighty  god,  for  the  late  unexampled 
and  moft  important  ViUory  obtained  by  His  Majjly's 
Arms,  over  the  Fleet  and  Forces  of  the  Enemy;  and  be- 
in convinced  that  a  diffifion  of  the  Doclrine  and  Sen- 
timents delivered  zvith  fuch  unBion.and  which  produced 
fuch  fervency  in  the  minds  of  Tour  Lordfhip  's  Hearers 
cannot  fail  to  excite  fimilar  emotions  of  Reverence  and 
Gratitude  to  Almighty  God,  and  of  Loyalty  and  A  fee- 
Hon  to  the  King,  in  the  minds  of  His  Subjeffs  of  all 

deno- 


(  ii  ) 


denominations  in  this  Province,  and  in  every  quarter 
cf  the  Empire — do  moft  earnejlly  and  fmcerely  requcf}, 
that  Tour  Lordjhip  will  have  the  Goodnefs  and  Cjnde- 
Jcention  to  allozv  your  Sermon  to  be  made  public,  toge- 
ther with  the  very  pious  and  impreffive  Form  of  Prayer 
drawn  up  on  the  occafion. 

Wt  have  the  Honour  to  he  -with  the  utmqft  refpecl, 
My  Lord, 

Tfiur  FcrdfJiip's  moft:  grateful 
and  moji  obedient  Servants, 


Quthec,  January  nth,  1799. 
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TO 


THE  Honourable  the  Chief  J uflice,  the  Honourable 
Mr.  Finlay,  the  Honourable  Mr.  J.fticc  Dunn, 
the  Honour  able  Sir  George  Pownall,  the  Honr.wable 
Mr.  Caldwell \  the  Honourable  Mr.  Young,  Mrt 
Attorney  General,  John  C  ffin,  Efq  John  Cald- 
well, Efq.  John  Craigie,  Efj.  Thorn  .5  AJlon  Coffin, 
Efq.  John  Coffin,  Junr.  Ejq.  Nathaniel  Coffih,%ff 
Lieut.  Colonel  Barnes,  J.  Ker,  Efq.  J  oh.-  Taylor, 
Efq.  Kenelm  Chandler,  Eft),  J.  Jack/0'7,  Efq.  Et. 
Wm.  Hall,  Royal  ArtiUery,  Geo  ge  Graham,  Ejq* 
George  Alif>pp,  Efq.  Nathaniel  Taylor,  Efq.  Mr. 
Goddard,  Mr.  Ay  twin,  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Laing, 
Mr.  PVoolfj,  Mr.  Chillas,  Mr.  King,  Mr.  G. 
M.  Taylor  and  Doctor  Longmore. 

GENTLEMEN, 

THE  terms  in  which  Tou  have  been 
plea  fed  to  exprefs  your  defire  that  1  would  print  the 
Sermon  I  lately  preached,  are  very  honourable  to  me, 
and  very  grateful  to  my  feelings.  I  have  long  been 
of  opinion  that  the  flyle  of  a  Difccurfe  which  is  to  be 
delivered  from  the  Pulpit,  may  without  impropriety  y 
differ  confderably  from  that  of  a  Difcourfe  which  is 
d'  figned  f  or  the  Prefs.  The  Hearers  of  Sermons,  and 
the  Readers  of  them  are,  for  the  mofl  part,  different 

clafjes 


clajfes  of  people.  It  is  the  bufinefs  cf the  Preacher  io 
go  a<  direttly  as  he  can  to  the  under/landings  and  the 
hearts  cf  his  Congregation  ; — and  in  attempting  te  do 
ibis,  be  will  often  find  it  not  only  fife,  but  cxptdie  U,  to 
negleft  the  refinements  cf  exact  compofition  studious  of 
perfpicuity  and  force,  he  will  be  little  fjiicitous  about 
the  filrufture  of  a  fentence,  or  the  rounding  cf  a  pe- 
riod. It  will  be  his  object  not  to  fix  the  attention  cf 
bis  auditors  upon  his  own  rhetoric,  but  to  turn  their 
thoughts  inward  upon  themfilves.  But  in  printed  Ser- 
mons a  greater  regard  to  the  eftabli/Jied  Rules  of  Com- 
pofition, and  to  the  graces  of  a  correct  and  el  %ant  die- 
tion,  is  jufily  expected  :  In  the  general  diffuficn  of  a 
tafle  for  good  writing,  it  ts  thefe  which  mufl  fifl  win 
the  attention  of  the  Reader,  and  obtain  his  ffft'age; 
and  it  is  oniy  through  the  medium  cf  thefe,  that  a  rea- 
Jonable  hope  can  be  entertained  cf  influencing  his  un- 
der/landing, or  ajfe Ring  his  heart. 

In  writing  the  Sermon  of  which  Tcu  have  done  me 
the  honour  to  defire  the  publication,  I  had  not  the  moft 
diflant  intention  to  print  it  :  And  I  fee  fo  many  defitts 
in  it  as  a  compofition,  that  I  fear  it  will  not  continue 
io  find,  when  read  in  the  clcfet,  that  favourable  opim 
fiion  which  Tou  formed  of  it,  when  Tou  heard  it  deli- 
vered. A  regard  to  literary  reputation  is,  however, 
in  my  mind,  a  much  lefs  p  nvc  ful  motive  than  my 
defire  to  comply  wit b your  wifihes*    And  if  I  may  in- 
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(  v) 

deed  hope  that  any  part  of  thofe  good  confequences 
which  your  partiality  has  led  Tou  to  expecl,  will  fol- 
low from  this  publication,  I  fhall  not  be  extremely 
anxious  ref peeling  the  critical  jlritlures  to  which  I  am 
fenfibie  that  it  is  juft7y  liable. 

I  fhall  take  the  liberty  of  printing  your  Requeft,  and 
this  my  anfwer  to  it  ; — the  former  as  a  Santlion  for 
the  Publication,  the  latter  as  a  fort  of  Prefatory  Apolo- 
gy for  the  im^  erf  eel  ions  of  the  Compofition. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Gentlemen, 

with  fine  ere  fentiments  of  affetlion 

and  refpetl, 
Tour  faithful  and  obedient  fervant 

J:  QUEBEC. 

Quebec,  14th,  Javy.  1799. 


A 


FORM  OF  PRAYER, 

WITH 

THANKSGIVING, 

To  be  used  on  thursclay  the  10^  January  1799, 
being  the  day  appointed  for  a  general 

THANKSGIVING  tO  ALMIGHTY  GOD, 

For  the  late  unexampled  and  most  important 
victory  obtained  by  his  Majesty's  arms 
over  the  Fleet  and  Forces  of  the  Enemy  <► 


The  Minijler  of  every  Church  Jha/J  give  notice  to 
his  Parifhioners  oublickly  in  the  Church,  at 
Morning  Prayer,  the  Sunday  before,  for  the 
due  obfervation  of  the  faid  day,  by  then  and 
there  reading  Hit  Majcfly's  Proclamation. 
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The  Morning  Prayer  Jhall  le  the  fame  with  the  ufual 
Office,  except  where  it  is  hereafter  otherwife  ap- 
pointed. 

Proper  Pfalmst  33.  46.  98.  150. 

Proper  Lejons, 
The firjl — 1  Chron.  it — v.  8  to  v.  37. 
The fecond — Luke  12 — v.  4.  to  v.  10. 

Infitai  of  the  Firft  Collect  Jhvll  this  which  followetk 
be  ufed. 

O FATHER  of  mercies,  and  God  of  all  com- 
fort, without  whofe  protection  all  power  is 
fruftrate,  and  without  whofe  help  all  courage  is 
vain,  grant,  we  befeech  Thee,  that  our  experience  of 
thy  goodnefs  may  add  ftrength  to  our  faith,  and 
fervency  to  our  devotion  ;  that  we  may  abhor  that 
which  is  evil,  and  cleave  to  that  wich  is  good;  that 
*we  may  be  enabled  to  efcape  ihe  fnares  of  fin,  to 
refill  the  contagion  of  infidelity,  and  with  pure 
hearts  and  minds  to  follow  Thee,  the  only  God; 
through  Jefus  chnil  our  Lord.  Amen. 

Jn 


(  ix  ) 

In  the  Litany  (which Jhall  this  day  be  ufed)  after  the 
Co/tsct[We  humbly  befeech  Thee,0  Fatheiv&c] 
Jhall  this  which  follcweih  be  ufed  tnjlead  of  the 
Prayer  [In  time  of  War  and  Tumults.] 

O Almighty  God,  King  of  all  Kings,  and  Go- 
vernor of  all  things  whole  power  no  creatu- 
re is  able  to  refill,  to  whom  it  belongeth  juftly  to 
punifh  finncrs,  and  to  be  merciful  to  them  that 
truly  repent-,  we  adore  and  magnify  thy  glorious 
name,  for  thint  infinite  goodnefs  vouchfafed  to  us, 
and  humblv  implore  the  continuance  of  thy  favour; 
that  we,  being  armed  with  rhy  defence,  may  be 
preferved  evermore  from  all  perils,  to  glorify  1  hee* 
who  art  the  only  giver  of  all  victory  ;  and  that  all 
the  earth  may  know,  that  thou  art  our  Saviour  and 
peliverer  j  through  Jefus  Chiift  our  Lord.  Amen. 

before  the  General  Thanksgiving  Jhall  be  ufed  this 
which  fot'loweth. 

OMost  Mightv.  and  molt  merciful  God,  the 
Protector  of  all  that  trufl  in  Thee  for  fuccour, 
accept,  we  befeech  Thee,  our  praifes  and  thankfgi- 
vings,  for  thy  manifold,  great,  and  public  mercies; 
and  efpecially  for  the  late  fignal  Victory  obtair  cd* 
through  thy  blefling,  by  the  arms  of  our  Sovereign 
over  the  Fleet  of  our  bitcereft  and  molt  powerful 
Foe.  We  laud  and  magnify  thy  glorious  name, 
that  Thou  haft  enabled  us  to  repel  the  attacks  of 

inordinate 


<*  1 

inordinate  and  infatiatc  ambition;  that  thou  laaffc 
hitherto  preferved  us  from  the  dangers  of  licen- 
tious policy,  and  of  fyftematical  impiety ;  and  the 
anarchy  and  ruin  that  enfue  therefrom.  From  thefe 
dreadful  and  deftiuctive  evils,  O  gracious  and  boun- 
tiful God,  not  our  merit,  but  thy  mercy,  not  our 
wifdom,  but  thy  Providence,  not  our  own  arm,  but 
thy  right  hand  and  thy  arm,  have  defended  us. 
Not  unto  us,  O  Lord,  not  unto  us,  but  unto  thy 
name  be  the  praife :  and  bleifed  be  the  name  of  thy 
Majefty  for  ever :  Amen,  and  Amen  ! 

And  ibis 

O God, our  refuge  and  ftrength,  who  had  exalted 
us  among  the  nations,  and  diftinguifhed  us 
by  marvellous  fuccefles,  grant  us  thy  Grace,  we  moft 
humbly  befeech  Thee,  that  we  may  be  enabled  to 
improve  thy  great  mer  :y  to  the  glory  of  thy  Name, 
the  advancement  of  thy  I'ehgion,  the  honour 
of  our  Sovereign,  and,  as  far  as  in  us  lieth,  the  good 
of  all  mankind.  Grant  that  the  great  profperity 
with  which  Thou  haft  bleftus,  may  deeply  imprefs 
ourhearts  with  grathudetoThee,and  with  an  hum- 
ble fenfe  of  our  dependance  upon  Thee  ;  that  the 
happinefs  which  as  a  people  we  enjoy,  may  en- 
creale  in  us  a  loyal  attachment  to  our  Sovereign; 
a  love  of  our  Conftitution,  in  Church  and  State-, 
a  love  of  good  Order,  and  good  Government;  and, 
above  all,  a  love  of  our  Religion,  and  of  our  God  ! 

Continue, 


(  xi  ) 

Continue,  we  befeech  Thee,  O  Lord,  to  go  forth 
with  our  fleets  and  armies  ;  to  direct  the  conduct, 
and  animate  the  courage,  of  our  Commanders,  and 
our  Men  :  Receive  to  thy  mercy,  we  pray  Thee,  the 
fouls  of  thofe  among  them  who  may  yet  fall  in  this 
righteous  caufe  ;  and  be  thou,  O  gracious  God,  the 
Freind  and  the  Father  of  their  widows,  and  their 
orphans.  Give  us  grace,  that  by  our  example,  as 
well  as  by  our  arms,  we  may  teach  our  enemies 
humanity  and  juflice  :  and,  of  thy  infinite  goodnefs 
and  mercy,  grant  to  them  fuch  a  fenfe  of  thy  all- 
difpofing  Providence,  that  they  may  profit  by  their 
difcomfiture,  and  defeat:  Touch  their  hearts  with 
remorfeand  (harne:  Reprefs  their  impious  preemp- 
tion :  Caufe  them  to  return,  with  contrite  hearts, 
tolhee,  their  God,  whom  they  have  forfaken,  and 
to  their  Saviour,  whom  they  have  denied:  So  that, 
fubmitting  in  meeknefs  to  the  guidance  of  thy  Law, 
they,  with  all  nations,  may  fheath  the  fword  of 
blood  compofe  the  tumults  of  civil  infurrection ; 
and  truly  labour  tor  the  re-eftabliftiment  of  Piety, 
and  the  general  reftoration  of  Peace :  Grant  this, 
O  merciful  Lord,  for  Jelus-ChrifVs  fake  our  blelfed 
Saviour  and  Redeemer.  Amen. 

Tjrin.  Coll. 


SERMON. 


rom:  c  8. — v.  31. 

IF  GOD  BE  FOR  US,  WHO  CAN  BE  AGAINST  US. 

THE  Doctrine  of  a  Divine  Providence,  fu- 
perin tending,  controlling,  and  directing  the 
affairs  of  this  world,  in  conform  ty  with  the 
couniels  of  infinite  wifdom  and  goodncfs,  con- 
ducting the  mod  perve  fe  purpofes  to  the  mod: 
fautary  ends,  and  bringing  good  out  of  evil, 
can  have  nothing  in  it  thau  is  new  to  an  affenv 
b!y  of  Chriftians.  But  particular  occafions 
feem  to  call  for  parricular  illuftrations  of  diffe- 
J?etit  branches  of  the  Divine  economy ;  and  no 

occafion 
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©ccafion  can  more  ftrongly  than  the  prefent 
point  o'lt  the  propriety  of  contemplating  the 
adminiftration  of  the  Providence  of  God. 

The  Gofpel  reprefents  the  Divine  agency  as 
continual  and  univerfal ;  as  neither  perplexed 
by  variety  nor  confounded  by  infinity ;  as  wat- 
ching with  inccflant  and  unwearied  attention 
over  every  thing  that  it  has  produced ;  as  go- 
verning all  things  by  the  word  of  its  power,  and 
guiding  them  by  immediate  direction  according 
to  it's  will, — from  the  moft  minute  particle  of 
matter,  to  the  vaft  frame  of  the  univerfe, — from 
the  private  adlions  of  individual  men,  to  the 
affairs  of  all  the  empires  of  the  earth. — Even  a 
Jparrow  falleth  not  to  the  ground  witheut  our 
Father :  even  the  very  bain  of  our  head  are  all 
numbered.  His  eye  pervades  at  once  every  part 
of  his  creation,  and  a  fingle  adt  of  his  will 
controuls  all  the  multiplied  operations  of  his 
creatures. 

But  it  is  not  only  a  fpeculative,  but  a  prac- 
tical belief  which  by  our  Religion  we  are  called 
upon  to  exercife  in  the  Divine  Providence.  St. 
Paul  exottheth  that  prayers,  fuplications,  inter- 
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tijjidfif,  dnd  giving  of  thanks,  le  maW  for '  all 
men  ,  for  Kings,  and  for  all  that  are  in  author 
rity.  We  learn  from  hence,  that  our  piayer3 
and  thanksgivings,  if  they  are  dulv  offered  * 
have  an  undoubted  efficacy  with  God  ;  M&} 
that  the  Providence  of  God  is  actually  exer'.d 
in  the  government  of  human  aftvirs.  For  why 
are  we  thus  directed  to  make  prayers  and  thanks* 
givings  for  all  men>  for  Kings y  and  jor  all  that 
are  in  authority  f  why,  that  we  may  lead  a  quiet 
and  peaceable  life ;  in  allgodlinefs  and  bonefly,  that^ 
by  their  miniftration  and  officer,  the  affa  rs  of 
the  world  may  be  duly  conducted  to  the  ge  e- 
ral  happinefs  of  mankind,*  and  that  we  may  \  afs 
our  lives  in  fecurity  and  peace*  Now  unlefs 
the  Providence  of  God  actually  fapennten'ied 
thefe  affairs,  and  gave  a  certain  direction  to  the 
actions  of  thofe  perfons  who  have  power  to  in- 
fluence them,  it  is  obvious  that  fuch  prayers 
would  be  without  an  object;  and  could  not 
conftitute  an  act  of  rational  ferviee,  or  of  reli- 
gious duty. 

But,  although  the  Almighty  Governor  fa*? 
perintends  without  mtermiffion  each  individual 

portion, 
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portion  of  the  work  of  his  hands,  and  conducts 
all  their  iffues  according  to  the  counfels  of  his 
infinite  wifdom,  yet,  it  is  in  the  affairs  of  na- 
tions, and  in  the  rife  and  fall  of  empires,  that 
the  effects  of  this  invifible  dire£tion  come  moft 
within  the  reach  of  human  obfervation. 

There  is,  moreover,  an  effential  difference  in 
the  moral  Government  of  God,  as  it  refpedts 
nations,  and  as  it  refpedts  the  individuals  that 
compofe  them,  which  appears  to  be  worthy  of 
particular  attention.  Nations,  as  fuch,  know 
no  ftate  of  future  exiftence — the  individuals 
that  compofe  them,  are  to  look  to  that  ftatc 
only,  for  perfect  retribution. 

In  private  life,  it  does  not  always  happen 
that  a  man's  probity  promotes  his  intereft,  or 
that  his  piety  fecures  his  happinefs ;  on  the 
contrary,  we  not  only  fee  perfons  of  great  worth 
and  excellence  expofed  to  affliction  and  diftrefs, 
but  find  that  their  very  virtue  itfelf  fometimes 
involves  them  in  difficulties,  and  fome  times 
conducts  them  to  ruin ;  they  pafs  their  lives 
amid  reproach  and  contumely,  and  go  down 
to  the  grave  in  poverty  and  forrow;  fupported 

only 
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•nly — but  ftrongly  fupported — by  the  hope  of 
a  future  reward.  On  the  othsr  hand,  we  as 
often  fee  the  wicked,  profperous  and  happy. 
Strangers  to  difappointment,  and  unacquainted 
with  fhame,  their  vices  not  only  elcape  juft 
animadverfion,  but  become  the  means  of  their 
advancement  in  the  world  ;  and  they  continue  ' 
to  enjoy  to  the  end  of  life,  the  rich  harveft  of 
rapacity  and  fraud :  Not,  however,  without 
one  bitter  ingredient — the  fecret  dread  of  future 
condemnation. 

But  in  the  concerns  of  a  whole  people,  and 
in  the  confequences  that  refult  from  their  con- 
duct, the  immediate  agency  of  Providence  is 
much  more  ealily  difcovered.-r-Ti^  King- 
doms are  the  Lords,  and  He  is  the  Gover- 
nor among  /^Nations.  We  find  the  na- 
tions, accordingly,  conftantly  raifed  or  depreff- 
ed,  rewarded  or  punifhed,  in  the  prefent  life, 
in  proportion  to  their  refpeflive  integrity,  or 
iniquity.  There  is  no  in  fiance,  I  believe,  to 
be  found  of  the  deftruftion  of  "any  people 
while  they  continued  undebauched  by  luxury 
and  uncorrupted  by  vice.  Whatever  tempo- 
rary 
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rary  ev  Is  . they  may  have  fuftamed,  either  from 
the  aggreilion  of  fome  turbu'en*:  neighbour,  o? 
from  political  conrefts  among  themfelves,  in  the 
fingle  energy  of  their  virtu%  they  have  found 
a  fafeguard  againft  the  attacks  of  their  enemies, 
•and  a  remedy  for  their  internal  difquiets.. 

On  the  other  hand,  where  fhall  we  find  aa 
infranceofa  country  altogether  become  corrupt 
and  abominable,  raracious,  fordid,  felfilli,  and 
profligate,  which  the  Providence  of  God  has 
not  vifxbly  and  fignally  chaftifed-? 

States  can  be  punifhed  only  in  that  collec- 
tive capacity  in  which  they  tranfgreis;  *  they 
can  be  revvarded  only  in  the  aggregate  charac- 
ter in  which  they  are  found  to  be  meritorious. 
But  it  is  rteceffary  to  obferve,  that  the  punifli- 
ment  which  the  Providence  of  God  inflicts 
upon  offending  Nations,  gives  no  ground  to 
f  ippofe  that  individuals  will  not  be  expofed  to 
further  puniihment,  for  the  lame  actions,  in  a 
future  world.    In  the  general  calamity,  the 

.  guiltlefs 

*  Vide  a  Difcourfe  on  a  late  Faft,  by  Phileleutherus  Norfol- 
cicnlis,  1781. — in  whid^thii  fubjett  is  very  abiy  and"  eloquently 
treated. 
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guiltlefs  and  the  guilt/  are  alike  involved;  it  is? 
not  therefore  To  the  general  calamity  that  either 
are  to  look  for  the  jinal  difpofition  of  Provi- 
dence with  refpeit  to  them/elves.  When  a  people 
fuffer  jointly,  many  will  of  neeeffity  fuffer 
mo  e,  and  nuny  lefs,  than  their  particular  trans- 
grefljons  have  deferve  I :  but  the  prefent  ine- 
q  ia:ity  wi  1  be  corrected,  and  the  account  finally 
aa jailed,  by  the  future  Judgment  of  God, 
The  few  vvho  preferve  their  integrity  amidft 
the  genera!  corruption,  will  find  a  noble  recom- 
pence,  in  a  better  life,  though  they  fhare  the 
p  elenL  confequences  of  their  country's  wicked- 
ness :  and  they  who  amid  a  virtuous  people, 
d'if-  ace  the  community  by  their  vices,  will 
me~t  their  patiifhmeitt  hereafter,  though  they 
participa re,  toi  the  prefent,  in  their  country's 
happinefi  and  honour. 

Nations  undergo  chaftifement  by  various 
means,  anfing  out  of  their  own  mifcondudt  ; 
by  the  irregular  ambition,  the  factious  intrigues, 
the  feditious  turbulence  of  their  members — by 
civil commot! .on,  civil  infurrection  and,  civil  war 
— by  the  annihilation  of  order,  and  the  fub- 

yerfion 
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verikm  of  government — by  the  deftruftion  of 
their  fleets  and  armies — by  the  failure  of  their 
refources — by  the  growing  power  of  their  ene- 
mies, and  by  the  diminution  of  their  own  power, 
and  the  lofs  of  their  independence  :  thefe  va- 
rious calamities  are  the  refult,  and,  under  Pro- 
vidence, the  punifhment  of  public  vices.  Na- 
tions profper  by  the  concurrence  of  events 
which  are  the  reverfe  of  thefe  :  and  their  prcf- 
perity  is  the  fruit,  and  the  reward,  of  their  pu- 
blic virtue. 

Let  thofe  pretended  Philofophers  who  rejeft 
the  interpofition  of  Providence  in  the  affairs  of 
the  world,  condefcend  to  take  a  leffbn  from 
experience ;  and  from  thofe  remarkable  eviden- 
ces of  the  Divine  Government,  which  are  to  be 
found  in  almoft  every  page  of  Hiflory,  Sacred 
and  Profane*, 

Thus,  when  the  fevcral  nations  who  pofTeffed 
the  land  of  Canaan  had  loft,  or  abandoned, 
every  idea  either  of  moral  obligation,  or  reli- 
gious reftraint,  and  had  given  themlelves  over 
without  relerve  to  the  abfolute  domination  of 


S^e  Difcourfe,  by  Philelemherus  Norfl  ; 
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fin,  they  were  cut  off  from  the  face  of  the 
earth,  and  their  place  was  no  where  found.  And 
when  the  Jews  who  had  been  the  inftrument 
of  their  excifion,  and  had  fucceeded  to  their 
country,  forfook  the  God  of  Hofts,  who  had 
led  them  on  to  victory,  and  provoked  him  to  arl~ 
ger  by  their  images,  they  were  themfelves  fub- 
dued,  and  carried  into  captivity  :  their  enemies 
opprejjfed  them,  and  had  them  in  fubjetlion.  Ths 
Aflyrian  Monarchs,  having  fervedas  fcourges 
in  the  hand  of  Heaven  to  chaftife  the  kingdoms 
of  Judah  and  Krael,  found  the  juft  reward  of 
their  own  prefumptuous  guilt,  and  faw  their 
Empire  overthrown  by  the  Perlians. 

Devoted  to  voluptuous  exceffes,  and  effe- 
minate refinements,  the  Perfians  fell,  under  the 
fuperior  prowefs  of  the  then  brave  and  vir- 
tuous Greeks.  The  Greeks,  infected  by  the 
contagion  of  Perfian  luxury,  and  burying  their 
generous  fpirit  in  licentious  indulgences,  fub- 
mitted  ignominioufly  to  the  yoke  of  Rome. 
And  Rome  herfelf,  paffing  by  degrees,  from  the 
moft  exemplary  fimplicity  and  leverity  of  man- 
ners, to  the  moft  extreme  curruption,  raging 
with  unjuft  ambition,  diftrafted  by  factious 

violence 
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Violence,  polluted  by  the  molt  deteflable  crime's, 
experienced  in  her  turn,  the  utter  defini- 
tion of  her  gigantic  empire. 

The  attentive  obferver  will  not  fail  to  re- 
mark, that  the  fucceffive  fubverfion  of  thefe 
great  and  powerful  empires,  as  they  refpec- 
tively  became  notorioufly  wicked,  ftcqngly  con- 
firms the  doftrine  ot  a  National  Providence — 
they  fhew  that  communities  change  their  for- 
tune with  their  manners — that  emp  re  is  uni- 
formly transferred  to  the  more  virtuous  and 
worthy,  from  the  vicious  a^d  abandoned.* 
"  Corruption  is  never  far  remote  from  diffb- 
lution  :"*f*  and  the  invariable  end  of  great  Na- 
tional Depravity,  is  National  Deftru&ion. 

If  we  carry  our  obfervation  to  the  prefen* 
times,  we  fhall  certainly  find  no  reafon  to  doubt 
of  the  conftant  and  univerfal  prevalence  of  the 
principle  here  laid  down  :  but  we  mull  not 

 iudgtf 

*  Ubi  pro  labore  defidia,  pro  continentia  et  aequitate  lubido 
atque  fuperbia  invafere,  fortuna,  fimul  cum  moribus,  immuta- 
tur.  Ita  imperium  femper  ad  optimum  quemquc  ab  minus  bona 
transfertur.  Sallust  :  Bell:  Catalin  : 

f  This  fentence,  I  believe,  is  from  a  fermon  of  Mr.  Jones's, 
bat  X  do  not  recolleft  from  which*  / 


judge  merely  from  temporary  fuceefies,  or  tern* 
poraiy  difcomfiture.  The  fubjedt  is  too  exten- 
sive for  difcullion,  upon  the  prefent  occafion  ; 
and  too  delicate  for  hafty  determination.  While 
the  deftiny  of  fo  many  nations  is  yet  awfully 
fuipended,  it  may  appear  prefurnptuous  to  an- 
ticipate the  decifion  of  their  fate.  There  are 
points, \\ owe ver,  to  which  we  may  fpeak,  with- 
out fear  of  indifcretion,  becaufe  we  have  the 
authority  of  the  fcriptures  to  direcT:  our  judg- 
ment. 

TheP/7?/>£^>jTontained  in  the  Sacred  Volume, 
circumftanftially  predict  all  the  great  leading 
events,  and  important  revolutions  that  were  to 
take  place  in  the  Church  of  Chrift,  in  regular 
fucceffion,  to  the  end  of  time.  And  although 
obfcurity  be  eflfential  to  the  nature  and  end  of 
Prophecy,  although  the  events  prefignified  be 
cloathed  in  language  highly  figurative,  and 
enveloped  in  myilic  fymbols,  whichit  is  not 
given  to  human  fagacity  perfectly  to  penetrate 
antecedently  to  their  accomplifhment,  yet  by  a 
diligent  and  attentive  companion  of  the  occur* 
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tenets  of  the  time,  as  they  gradually  unfold 
themfelves,  with  the  predictions  that  refped: 
them,  we  are  forcibly  ftricken  by  their  won- 
derful coincidence ;  we  obtain  perpetually  in- 
creafing  evidence  of  the  unerring  certainty  of 
the  Divine  Word ;  and  are  taught  more  re- 
verently to  adore  the  infallible  Agency  of  the 
Divine  Providence  ! 

This  is  alfo  a  fubjed  too  extenfivc,  and  too 
important,  to  be  at  prefent  enlarged  upon.  I 
would  therefore  only  oblerve,  that  the  mod 
learned  and  judicious  commentators  upon  the 
Prophecies,  have  directed  our  attention  to  the 
conclufion  of  the  prefent  century,  as  the  begin- 
ning of  a  period  of  great  trouble  and  fuffer- 
ing  to  the  Nations,  and  of  much  danger  to  the 
general  faith  of  Chriftians.  They  have  even 
explained  the  particular  nature  of  thofe  trou- 
bles, with  an  exa£tnefs  which  is  truly  aftonifli- 
ing  !  YojJ^vvill  obferve,  that  thefe  interpre- 
tations of  the  Predictions  were  given,  fome 
long  ago,  and  all  of  them  before  the  com- 
mencement of  that  feries  of  events,  which  has 
fo  much  agitated  Europe  and  the  world. 


The  images  made  ufe  of  by  the  facred  wri- 
ters are  diftin£tly  interpreted  to  predict  a  great 
ieflruttion,  approaching  to  annihilation ,  of  ma- 
ny of  thofe  lawful  powers  that,  at  the  time  un- 
der contemplation,  Jhould  reign  in  the  earth  :  a 
dreadful  diminution  of  the  dignity  and  fplendour 
§f  all  greatnefs  :  a  fubverjion  of  focial  fubordi- 
nation,  and  of  civil  government :  and  a  contempt 
of  all  lawful  authority.  They  are  interpreted 
to  predict,  that  men  Jhould  be  let  loofe  upon  each 
ether  in  defiance  of  civil  power 9  jujl  rule,  and 
legal  reftraint.  They  are  confidered  as  intima- 
ting that  irreligien,  vanity,  a  total  abfence  of  fe- 
rious  principle,  and  a  mifapplicaMon  of  the  re- 
finements of  civilization,  were  to  produce  their 
mifchiefs,  precifely  in  thefe  times  /* 

What  Jhall  we  fay  then  to  thefe  things  ?— 
Thefe  are  the  interpretations  of  the  Prophe- 
cies !  ;  interpretations,  as  I  beg'd  you  to  ob- 
serve, which  took  place,  all  of  them,  before 
the  commencement  of  the  events  thatf  they  de- 
fcribe  !—  *  <b 

Certainly, 


*  See,  more  particularly,  Mr.  King's  Criticifms  tending  to 
jliuflrate  fome  paflages  in  the  Holy  Scriptures. 


Certainly, — at  no  period  la  the  hiftory  of' 
mankind,  has  the  hand  of  God  more  clearly 
appeared,  to  overrule  the  acts  of  nations  and 
empires,  than  in  the  circumftances  which  dif- 
tinguifh  the  prefent  times: — and  in  the  very 
jftriking  and  wonderful  manner,  in  which  the 
occurrences  that  are  daily  taking  place  in  the 
world,  are  fulfilling  the  Prophecies  ;  as  thofe 
Prophecies,  have  been  previou/ly  underjlood,  and 
interpreted,  by  men  moft  conspicuous  for  learn- 
ing, and  genius ! 

Under  this  view  of  the  fubjecl,  we  appear  to 
be  directly  le^d  to  confider  the  Revolutionifis  of 
France  as  fpecially  appointed  to  execute  the  Di- 
vine Counfeis:  as  ordained  to  be  inftruments  of 
punifhment ;  acting  with  fearful  feverity  upon 
the  more  abandoned  of  mankind  :  and  purify- 
ing, like  a  refiner's  fire,  the  hearts  of  thofe,  who 
continue  to  hold  fajl  the  ProfeJJion  of  the  Faith , 
as  it  was  once  delivered  to  the  Saints. 

Th^fenderful  feries  of  fucceffes  Cvhich  fo 
long  diftinguifhed  the  arms  of  a  people  beyond 
example  impious,  and  the  facility  with  which 
they  fpread  their  perniaous  principles,  and 

opened 
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opened  a  way  for  their  ambitious  projects,  a- 
mong  other  nations,  muft  have  equally  per- 
plexed, and  alarmed,  the  mind  of  every  reflect- 
ing man,  who  has  not  confidered  the  fubjefl  in 
this  fight:  but  viewing  them  as  a  Scourge  in  the 
hand  of  Heaven,  to  chaftife  the  wickednefs  of 
an  ungrateful  world,  his  fears  will  change  their 
obje<ft,  and  his  perplexity  will  ceafe. 

By  what  fteps  they  arrive !  at  this  dreadful 
pre-eminence,  is  now  fafficiently  underftood*. 
The  long  and  infamous  labours  by  which  they 
introduced  W. fidelity  and  Anarchy; — the  Conf- 
piracy,  diredfed  with  remorfelefs  treachery> 
with  envenomed  malice,  and  with  unwearied 
perleverance,  not  only  againft  all  eftablifhed 
forms  oi  Chrijlian  Worfhip*  but  againft  the  Re- 
ligion of  "Jefus-Chrijl  itfelfy  are  now  known  to 
all  the  world.  The  progrefs  which  they  have 
made,  in  this  diabolical  warfare,  is  recorded  in 
characters  of  blood  ! — But  it  is  not  with  impu- 
nity 


*  See  an  admirable  Sermon,  by  the  Lord  Bifhop  Jot  Lincoln, 
preached  before  His  Majefty,  and  both  Houles  of  Parliament— 
Memoires  pour  fervir  a  l'Hiftoire  da  Jacobinifme,  par  Mr* 
TAbbe  Barruel—and  Profeflbr  Robinfon's  Proofs  of  a  Conspi- 
racy. 


i6 

nity  that  they  have  exercifed  their  terrific  com- 
miffion: — By  the  difpofition  of  Providential 
wHdom,  the  fafFerings  which  they  have  been 
permitted  to  bring  upon  others,  have,  recoiled 
with  tenfold  force,  upon  their  own  unhallowed 
heads  ! 

Such  being  the  ftate  of  the  world,  let 
us- Jook  up  to  Amighty  God,  as  the  Great 
JJifpofer  of  all  events ;  and  take  efpecial  care, 
not  to  afcribe  too  boldly  to  our  own  merits ,  the 
great  fucceffes  with  which  He  has  been  pfeafed 
to  blefs  us, — Rejoicing  unfeig|nedly  in  his 
Almighty  protection,  wemuft  ftill  rejoice  with 
trembling,  when  we  reflect  upon  the  claim 
which  we  are  entitled  to  fet  up,  to  pojitive  piety 
and  virtue ! 

We  are  now,  happily  for  ourfelves,  and  for 
the  world,  made  the  inftruments  of  chaftizing 
the  arrogance,  and  of  humbling  the  power  of 
France.— But,  amidft  our  triumph,  it  certainly 
behove^HWo  confider,  the  danger  which  we 
may  incur  of  fuffering  in  our  turn,  if  we  do 
not  refolutely  refift  the  growing  fpirit  of  lrre- 
pgrmi  which  has  fo  remarkably  fpread  itfelf 
ainongft  us ! 

We 
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We  may  juftly  hope,  indeed,  that  wc  arc 
comparatively  the  obje&s  of  God's  favour — tor 
we  have  not  yet  denied  Hirri — and  we  are  en- 
gaged againft  an  enemy,  whom  we  may,  with- 
out prefumption,  conlider  as  much  more  wick- 
ed than  ourfelves. 

A  perfusion  that  we  have  the  immediate 
help  of  God,  can  only  be  indulged  without 
prefumption,  when  our  caufe  is  not  unworthy 
of  his  interpofition:  and  if  any  caufe  be  worthy 
of  it,  furely  we  may  truft  that  it  is  that,  in 
which  we  are  engaged, — -the  defence  of  our 
Religion,  our  Government,  our  Independence, 
our  very  exiftence  as  a  Nation, 

But  it  would  be  an  impious  mockery  of 
the  Divine  Majefty,  to  give  Him  public  and 
folemn  thanks  for  the  bleflings  derived  from 
his  fiipport,  without  feeling  at  the  fame  time 
an  unfeigned  reverence  for  his  Government — - 
to  acknowledge  that  we  have  received  ipecial 
favour  and  protection  from  Rim,  without  en- 
deavouring to  (hew  our  fenfe  of  it,  by  unequi- 
vocal proofs  of  our  attachment  to  his  fervice. 

We 
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We  are  now  profperous  and  happv. — But 
from  what  has  been  faid,  you  are,  I  hope,  pre- 
pared to  reflect,  that  the  Jlability  of  public  hap- 
finefs,  muft  depend  on  the  integrity  of  public 
manners — that  virtue  and  piety  are  to  every 
people  the  fureft  road  lo  honour  and  fecurity, 
while  loofe^morals,  and  finful  praftices,  cer- 
tainly,though  imperceptibly,  lead  to  infamy,and 
ruin. — Right  eoidfnefs  exalteth  a  nation ,  but  fin 
is  a  reproach  to  any  people. 

Inftead,  therefore,  of  indulging  in  the  fan- 
guine  imaginations  of  fclf-confidence,  and 
felf-applaufe, — inftead  of  dwelling  upon  the 
weaknefs,  and  wickednefs  of  other  nations, 
with  fecret  exultation  in  our  own  fuperiority, 
it  will  become  us  to  meditate  ferioufly  upon 
the  caufes  of  their  misfortunes ;  and  to  refleft 
that  the  fame  caufes,  wherever  they  are  fuf- 
fered  to  exift,  will  not  fail,  in  the  end,  to 
produce  fimilar  effe&s. 

Our  Country  Is  highly,  and  defervedly  ref~ 
pefted,  for  many  admirable  virtues : — but 
thefe,  alas !  are  debafed  by  the  allay  of  many 

lamentable 
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lamentable  vices :  and  chiefly  by  a  cold  neglect 
of  the  do&rines,  and  duties  of  Chriftianity ! 

The  extraordinary  and  eventful  circumftan- 
ces  of  the  times  call  upon  us,  with  an  awful 
voice,  to  renounce  our  fins  and  iniquities,  and 
to  turn  our  ferious  attention  to  that  pure  and 
holy  fyftem  of  life  and  manners,  which  our 
Religion  demands :  by  the  revolutions  that 
agitate,  and  the  miferies  that  harrafs  other  na- 
tions, and  by  the  milchiefs  foinfidioufly  pre- 
pared, and  fo  narrowly  efcaped  in  our  own, 
they  lummon  us  to  recall  our  long  forgotten 
piety  ,  and  return  to  our  refpedt  for  the  Ordi-< 
nances  of  God* 

If  neither  threatened  evils*  nor  the  a&ual 
experience  of  extraordinary  mercies,  can  awa- 
ken us  to  a  lenfe  of  our  duty;  if  the  events 
which  now  engage  the  attention  of  the  world, 
can  not  convince  us  of  the  abfolute  neceffity  of 
faith  in  Chrift,  and  determine  us  to  a J^rafti- 
cal  obfervance  of  his  precepts,  I  woiiffPwarn 
my  country — and  would  to  God  fuch  a  warn- 
ing could  be  effe&ual ! — that,  notwithftanding 
all  our  triumphs,  we  (hall  yet  be  ruined.—* 

if 
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If  weneglecl  the  Gospel,  and  with  a  puerile 
vanity,  and  gratuitous  aflumption  cf  (uperiour 
wifdom,  adopt  the  defpicable  and  impious 
cant  of  the  Philofophy  of  the  day,  we  Ihall, 
in  our  turn,  fhare  the  juft  chaftifement  which 
is  prepared  for  thofe,  who  fall  off  from  their 
allegiance  to  their  God  and  Saviour  ! 

What  can  we  expeft,  if  we  perverfely 
counteraft  the  manifeft  interpofition  of  Provi- 
dence in  our  behalf — if  we  do  not  endeavour 
to  ftand,  a  firm  bulwark,  againft  the  dreadful 
inroads  of  Anarchy,  and  Atheifm ;  if  we  do 
not  fpeedily  return  from  the  error  of  our  ways, 
and  lay  hold  in  earned  on  the  Rock  of  our  Salva- 
tion / 

It  would  be  the  excefs  of  prefumption  to 
fuppofe,  that  we  (hall  continue  to  reap  the 
rewards  of  virtue,  while  we  are  the  devoted 
fervants  of  vice — it  would  be  the  extreme  of 
folly  ta-think,  that  wanton  extravagance,  and 
wild  ellfefs,  that  unceafing  diffipation,  and  li- 
centious pleafure,  that  caufelefs  difcontent,  and 
feditious  turbulence,  that  an  idolatrous  *  love 

of 


*  Covetcufnefs  which  is  Idolatry.    St.  Paul, 
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of  wealth,  and  an  open  contempt  of  the  public 
vvorlhip  of  God,  will  not  fap  the  ftrong  foun- 
dations of  our  empire ;  and  draw  down  upon 
us  jufl:  vengeance  from  on  high  ! 

That  we  may  avert  that  day  of  calamity  and 
forrow,  that  we  may  not,  after  having  ferved 
to  chaftife  the  more  enormous  wickednefs  of 
others,  be  ourfelves  feverely  punifhed  for  our 
carelefsnefs,  and  obduracy, — let  us  look  in  time 
to  our  real  fituation,  and  to  what  it  is  that  we 
may  reafonably  expe6L 

It  is  now  very  clearly  nnderftood,  that  the 
original  perverfion,  the  fubfequent  negleft, 
and  the  final  rejection  of  the  Chriftian  Reli- 
gion, laid  the  foundation  of  all  the  namelefs 
enormities,  the  opprobrious  vices,  and  the 
unparralleled  fufferings,  that  have  difgraced 
and  ruined  the  French  nation. 

If  then,  we  look  back  to  paft  ages/rand  if 
we  attentively  confider  the  fcenes  tkJPare  at 
prefent  pafiing  before  our  eyes,  we  can  be  at 
no  lofs  to  form  conclufions  with  refpe£t  to  the 
future. — God  has  manifefted  vijible  indignation 
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at  the  rejection  of  his  Son.— In  the  Hiftorical 
and  Prophetical  writings  of  the  Jews,  we  find 
a  faithf  ul  reprefentation  of  all  the  perverfe  con- 
duit of  that  extraordinary  people  >,  and  of  the 
punifhments  which  their  ingratitude  incurred: 
but,  as  they  did  not  arrive  at  the  confumma- 
tion  of  wickednefs,  fo  neither  did  they  meet 
the  fulnefs  of  chaftifement,  'till  they  reje&ed 
their  Saviour, 

Let  us  look  to  the  confequences  of  their 
obftinate  and  aggravated  guilt.  As  a  nation 
they  are  totally  diffolved. — Their  countty  is 
defolate,  theit  cities  are  burnt  with  fire,  their 
land,  ftrangers  devour  it !  Difperfed  over  every 
part  of  the  habitable  globe,  deprived  of  the 
moft  efTential  bleffings  and  advantages  of  civil 
fociety,  contemned  and  fcorncd  by  all  people 
among  whom  their  refidence  is  endured,  their 
precarious  and  degraded  exiftence  has  ferved 
for  aggs,  and  yet  ferves  to  prove,  that  Jefus- 
Chrif^^s  truly  the  fon  of  God  ;  and  to  exhi- 
bit to  all  the  world  the  fatal  cffedls  of  a  deter- 
mined rejection  of  his  Gofpel ! 

Whatfoever  things  were  written  ajcretimc, 
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were  written  for  our  admonition  upon  whom  the 
ends  of  the  world  are  come.  We  have  feen,  in 
the  fate  of  the  different  Heathen  nations,  that 
flagrant  and  general  corruption,  arifing  from 
an  utter  difregard  of  that  haw  of  God  which  is 
written  in  the  heart  *  never  fails  to  produce  the 
ruin  of  the  community  in  which  it  prevails : 
and  the  difperlion  of  the  Jews,  and  their  entire 
forfeiture  of  every  national  power  and  privile- 
ge ;  and  the  complicated  miferies  which  impie- 
ty has  brought  upon  the  French  people,  inftruct 
us  further,  that  the  neglect  or  reception  of  the 
Chriftian  revelation,  is  a  matter  of  the  utmoft 
moment,  both  to  our  eternal  happinefs,  as  in- 
dividuals, and  to  our  temporal  profperity,  as  a 
people.  The  events  which  have  filled  all  Eu- 
rope with  alarm  and  tumult,  with  deteftation 
and  horror,  are  warnings^  which  fpeak  mod 
forcibly,  which  mould  fpeak  home,  to  the  bo- 
foms  of  us  all  ! — They  fpeak  of  the  juftice  of 
an  offended  God! — Behold  his  arm  is-faft ed  up 
///Judgment,  and  all  the  Nations  ojUM Earth 
muji  Fear  before  him / 

But  gratitude  to  the  Giver  of  all  good,  ought, 
furely,  to  be  as  powerful  a  motive  for  our  obe- 
dience, 
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dicnce,  as  fear. — A  more  pleafing  motive  it 
undoubtedly  is : — and  let  us  hope  that  it  will 
not  be  a  lefs  operative  one.  It  is  a  topic  which 
the  Preacher  would  at  all  times  more  willingly 
dwell  upon;  and  which,  at  the  prefent  mo- 
ment, has  a  more  peculiar  propriety,  as  being 
more  confonant  to  the  occafion,  and  more  in 
unifon  with  our  public  feelings. 

Of  fuch  a  moment,  I  would  not,  unnecefla- 
rily,  reprefs  the  exfltation,  by  any  harfhnefs 
of  reprehenfion,  or  any  feverity  of  remark : 
but,  on  no  accafion  muft  I  depart  from  the 
Jimplicity  that  is  in  Chrijl.  What  I  have  hither- 
to faid,  I  have  thought  it  my  indifpenfable  duty 
to  fay.  The  times  are  portentous — and  de- 
mand, in  my  opinion,  a  very  ferious  attention 
to  the  doctrines,  and  to  the  duties  of  Chriflia- 
?iity — They  call  upon  us,  in  no  degree  to  relax 
the  rigour,  or  reduce  the  ftandard  of  Chiijlian 
virtue.  The  Preacher  of  the  Gofpel  muft  dil- 
femblAjothlng.  He  inujl  not  handle  the  word  of 
God  deWnfu/ly.  If  fays  St.  Paul,  1 feek  topleafe 
men,  then  am  I  not  the  fervant  offefus  Chrijl, 

But,  if  I  have  thrown  a  partial  fliade  over 
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the  glories  that  furround  us,  I  have  done  it 
from  an  humble  defire  to  add  fteadinefs  to  their 
luftre — if  I  have  touched  lome  fubje&s,  that 
may  found  harfhly  to  the  ears  of  thofe,  who 
think  that,  in  an  hour  like  this,  I  mould  /peak 
unto  them  /mooth  things  alone,  I  have  done  it 
with  a  defire  of  laying  a  foundation  for  the 
permanence  of  their  fatisfaction,  and  the  rea- 
fonablenefs  of  their  joy  :  a  foundation,  of 
which  a  due  reverence  for  Religion,  and  a  juft 
fenfe  of  the  Divine  Providence,  are  the  ma- 
terials,— Je/us  Chrijl  Him/elf  being  the  chief 
corner  Jlone. 

And  now— let  us  turn  our  thoughts  to  the 
confideration  of  thofe  advantages  by  which  our 
country  is  fo  happily  diftinguifhed. — Not  to 
elate  our  minds  with  lofty  notions  of  our  own 
importance,  but  to  excite  in  them  a  due  fenfe 
of  the  bounty  of  Heaven  :  not  to  indulge  our 
National  Pride,  but  to  imprefs  upon  our  hearts 
a  home  conviclion,  that  if  we  are  not,  j)f  all 
men  living,  the  moft  devoutly  grateflP,  we 
have,  of  all  men  living,  the  leaft  reafon  to  be 
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Eftabliflied  on  the  broad  bafis  of  natural 
juftice,  matured  by  the  experience  of  ages, 
and  receiving  continual  acceffions  of  ftrength  j; 
from  an  enlarged  fpirit  of  political  wit- 
dom,  the  Conftitution  of  our  Mother  Coun- 
try—-extending  to  thefe  Provinces,  her  highly 
favoured  children— is  calculated  beyond  all 
others,  to  preferve  the  liberties,  to  engage  the 
affections,  and  to  promote  the  happinefs  of  the 
people.  Oar  laws  are  admired,  and  revered, 
for  the  general  equity  of  their  principles,  and 
ftillmore  for  the  purify  of  their  adminiitration-- 
embracing  with  equal  confideration  every  mem- 
ber of  the  commu  n  y,  and  giving  equal  pro- 
tection to  their  parlous  and  their  rights. 

The  natural  advantages  of  our  Soil  and  Cli- 
mate, improved  to  a  high  degree  of  perfection 
by  a  vigoarous  and  well  directed  indaftry,  fupr 
ply  plenty,  that  circulates  to  the  extremiiies  of 

the 

+  I  tym.nia)f?  perhaps,  be  thought  not  altogether  confident 
with  wmft  ha3  been  advanced  in  fome  other  parts  of  this  Dif- 
coarfe.  But  I  fpeak  of  our  Form  of  Government  abftra£tedly. 
If  our  Conftitution  perifh,  it  will  perifh  by  caufes  very  different 
from  it's  own  defett.  A  ftrong  man,  fecured  by  found  health, 
and  proper  regimen,  from  the  danger  of  premature  decay,  may 
yet  die  by  aflaffination,  or  poifon. 
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ttie  Empire  Our  Commerce  is  flourifliing 
and  extenfive,  beyond  all  calculation,  or  com- 
panion. The  Arts  have  been  fo  fuccefsfully 
cultivated  among  us,  as  to  claim  the  juft  praife 
both  of  mafterly  execution,  and  of  ufeful  in- 
vention. Every  department  of  human  know- 
ledge has  been  enlarged,  and  every  branch  of 
polite  literature  adorned,  by  the  genius  of  our 
Writers.  But  there  is  yet  a  bleffing,  fuperi- 
our  to  thefe — and  without  which  even  thefe 
would  lofe  their  value — -our  Religion,  eftab^- 
Ufhed  by  Law  ;  a  Religion,  which  is  equally 
remote  from  Superffrtion,  and  Fanaticifm ; 
which  encourages  the  fober  ufe  of  reafon,  with- 
out violating  the  facred  authority  of  Scripture. 
Sound  in  its  Doctrine;  correft,  yet  liberal  in 
its  Difcipline  ;  fimple,  yet  dignified  in  its  Ce- 
remonies ;  it  may  boaft,  even  in  thefe  days, 
among  its  members,  many  who  are  venerable 
for  their  piety,  and  more  who  are  confpicuous 
for  their  charity. 

Happy  in  the  poffeffion  of  thefe  injltima- 
ble  benefits,  we  are  not  lefs  happy  ln^  the 
means  of  defending  them  !  Where  is  the  ene- 
my that  has  not  felt,  and  acknowledged  the 
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valour  of  our  Armies  ? — and,  for  our  Navy— * 
the  natural  bulwark  of  our  Country — what  is 
there  th.it  can  be  put  in  competition  with  its 
force!  The  confumn  ate  lkill  and  heroifm  of 
our  Commanders,  and  thedauntlefs  and  irre- 
fiftible  bravery  of  our  Seamen,  are  beyond  alt 
precedent,  and  all  praife  !  Great  as  have  been 
their  former  achievements,  and  high  as  the 
confidence  has  been,  in  their  enterprife  and 
fpirit,  in  this  laft  Vi&ory  they  have  furpaffed 
all  expedition!  They  have  outgone  the  hopes — 
not  only  of  lober  realon — but  even  of  ihe  moft 
fanguine,  and  moft  enthufiaftic  imagination  ! 

Such  are  the  advantages  that  diftinguifh 
our  Country  ! — Such  is  the  happinefs  with 
which  the  Providence  of  God  has  bleffed  us ! 

What  is  it  that  our  example,  combined  with 
<5ur  fucceffes,  might  not  do  for  the  world  ? 
The  noble  Hand  which  we  have  made,  has 
been  confidered  as  effe&ing  the  falvation  of 
Europe.  Let  us  but  be  faithful  to  our  God, 
and  oiff  example  may  yet  affect  that  falvation 
in  a  higher  and  more  appropriate  fenfe  It 
may  ftrike  upon  the  hearts  of  the  deluded  vo- 
taries of  Infidelity  ;  it  may  conquer  their 

ftub- 
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ftubborn  prejudices ;  and  throw  them,  prof- 
trate  and  penitent,  before  that  overruling  Pow- 
er, by  whofe  bleffing  we  have  obtained  our 
advantages,  and  to  whofe  immediate  protection 
we  humbly,  and  unfeignedly  afcribe  them. 

This  is  a  confideration  which  calls  upon 
us,  in  the  moft  forcible,  and  moft  perfuafive 
manner,  to  be  watchful  over  our  conduct ;  to 
hold  faft  our  integrity  \  and  not  to  difgrace 
the  purity  of  our  Faith,  by  the  degeneracy  of 
our  manners, 

How  glorious  a  diftmction  would  it  be  for 
us,  to  be  worthy  of  being  made  the  inftrument, 
in  the  hands  of  Providence,  of  rtftoring  the 
tranquillity  of  the  world  !~-of  difcrediting, 
abafhing,  and  banifhing  from  among  mem 
that  fpurious,  and  pernicious  Philofophy, 
which  has  deprived  them  at  once  of  the  bene- 
fits of  Divine  InftrucYion,  and  human  Ex- 
perience ;  and  delivered  them  over  to  the  dark- 
nefs  of  fcepticifm,  and  the  wild  fpectSations 
of  conjectural  policy;  which  has  diflPyjed  all 
the  bands  of  order  and  fociety ;  and  un^S-  the 
fpecious  names  of  Fraternity EqmMy,  and 

Liberty  i 
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Liberty,  let  loofe  all  the  plagues  of  tyranny 
and  oppreffion,  of  aflaffination  and  plunder, 
of  debauchery  and  atheifm  !— Who  is  there, 
that  during  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  thefe  hor- 
rors, has  been  able  to  fay  to  himfelf,  I  am  un- 
difturbed,  and  happy  ?  I  look  forward  with 
confidence  to  permanent  fecurity,  from  the 
Power  and  from  the  Ccnftitution  of  my 
Country  ?  I  have  no  doubt  of  leaving  unim- 
paired to  my  child*  tn,  all  the  advantages  that 
I  enjoy!  the  bleffings  of  the  fame  Conftitution! 
the  prote6Vion  of  the  fame  Laws !  the  lame  fe- 
curity for  their  perfons,  and  their  properties p 
Who  is  there,  that  has  not  felt  the  impoffibilT- 
ty  of  withdrawing  his  attention  from  the 
events,  and  opinions,  of  the  times,  or  who  hay 
rot  long  thought  of  them,  with  apprehenfions 
of  their  confequences,  that  robbed  him  of  his 
repofe  ? 

But;  the  dawn  of  happier  times  ieems 
breaking  upon  us,  through  the  blefling  of  our 
GoD.-^et  us  not  reje£r.  his  mercies,  but  en- 
deavouq|by  a  general  and  fincere  devotion  of 
ourfe#es  to  his  lervice,  to  fecure  their  contin- 
uanc^'^Let  us  not  be  carried  away  by  the 
rafhnefs  and  prefumption  of  modern  Sciolifts, 

who 
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who  fancy  that  of  all  opinions  in  Religion  and 
Politics,  the  neweft  is  the  beft;  nor  become 
enamoured,  of  that  Philofophy,  which  is 
learned,  without  the  labour  of  ftudy,  and  wife, 
without  the  lelTons  of  experience  :  Still  lefs, 
let  us  be  fo  vain  as  to  imagine,  that  Infidelity 
is  any  mark  of  profound  thinking,  or  of  acute 
penetration  :  f<  A  little  Philofophy,  fays  our 
"admirable  Lord  Bacon,  inclineth  men's 
"  minds  to  Atheifm-,  but  depth  in  Philofophy, 
bringeth  men's  minds  about  to  Religion.*' 
They  who  have  examined  moft  deeply,  and 
reafoned  mofl  accurately,  upon  this  lubjed^ 
have  univerfally  become  converts  to  the  Re- 
ligion of  Jefus  Chrift  :— A  Religion  which 
ftrengthens  all  the  motives  of  virtue,  which 
draws  more  clofe  all  the  ties  of  fociety ,  and  of 
which  the  do£trines,  and  the  precepts,  tend, 
in  the  higheit  degree,  to  promote  the  univerfal 
happinefs  of  mankind.  Let  this  Religion  be  the 
Anchor  of  all  our  Hopes  ! — -and  let  us  never 
forget,  the  infeperable  connection  that  £xifts, 
between  the  virtues  which  flow  fronjc,  and 
the  profperity  of  our  Country  ! — 

Let  not  us  of  this  Province,  think 


exempted,  by  our  fituation,  from  our  fhare  of 
refponfibility,  with  refpect  to  the  effect  that 
private  conduct  may  have  upon  public  events. 
We  form  an  integral  part  of-  the  I  mpire,  and 
with  it  we  mufr  ftand  or  fall.  In  all  Empires, 
the  fum  of  public  virtue,  can  confift  only,  of 
the  aggregate  virtue  of  the  individuals  that  com- 
pofe  them  ;  and  it  is  only  by  the  endeavour 
of  private  perfons  to  reform  and  improve 
therofelves,that  the  collective  body  of  theftatecan 
be  reformed  and  im proved. Thefe  are  felf-evident 
proportions:  but  ir  neceffary  to  men1  ion  them, 
in  orderto  obviate  the  weak  and  wicked  plea,  of 
fuch  perfons  as  would  pretend,  thar  the  public 
interefts  of  a  great  Empire,  can  never  be  affect- 
ed by  the  private  actions,  of  obfcui  e  individu. 
als  like  themfelves. 

In  times  like  thefe,  when  the  love  of  too  many 
is  found  to  wax  cold,  when  in  almoft  every  place 
in  which  Religion  is  not  rejected,  {he  is  at  beft 
entertained  with  indifference  ;  it  is  peculiarly 
honoujfce,  and  advantageous,  to  hold  fafl  4m 
the<f*w$on  of  our  Faith.  In  thefe  times  of  ge- 
ncra"pdefection,  to  adhere  to  our  Saviour, 
with  xpp^en  fidelity,  has  fomething  in  it  of 
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fuperiour  fentiment,  to  ioothe  the  generous  at- 
tachment of  the  pious  bieaft*  fomething  of 
elevation  and  digmty,  to  gratify  the  noble 
mind,  overwhelmed  wi  h  the  fenfe  of  unfpeak- 
able  obligation  ! — If  fuch  be  our  fidelity,  He 
will  u  nevei  leave  us,  nor  forfakeus" — Secure 
in  his  prote£rio:>,  we  m:iy  bid  defiance  to  the 
world  in  arms  !  If  God  be  for  us,  who  can  be 
againjl  us  P — Never  (hall  we  advance  with  fuch 
fure  confidence  to  battle,  nor  reap  fuch  bril- 
liant advantages  from  conqueft,  as  when,  like 
our  victorious  Hero  of  the  Nile,  we  unfeigned- 
ly  afcribe  all  to  "  the  blcjfing  of  Almighty* 
"God!" 

Happy  will  it  be  for  thofe  brave  men, 
who  compofe  our  Army  and  our  Navy, 
and  who  are  the  defence  and  honour  of  their 
country,  if  by  fuch  examples  they  become  per- 
suaded, that  nothing  is  fo  ornamental  as  piety, 
to  valour  ! — that  nothing  can  endear  them  fo 
much  to  the  hearts  of  their  countrymen,  as  the 
union  of  thefe  qualities,  nor-  raife  therxfl^  high 
in  the  public  eftimation  ! 

Who,  that  has  an  underftand'ng  to  re&»d,  or 
a  heart  to  feel,  did  not  find  himfdrffhfibly 
affe&ed,  by  iflociating  with  the  jov  of  virtory, 

a 

m 


/ 


34 

a  juft  refped  for  the  venerable  goodnefs  df 
Duncan,  and  for  the  pious  humility  of  Nel- 
fon  1 

Let  our  Warriors,  already  mod  honorable 
diftinguiftied  by  their  loyalty  to  their  King, 
and  their  zeal  for  his  fervice,  afpire  to  the -frill 
nobler  diftinction  of  fidelity  to  the~caufe,  and 
zeal  for  thefervice  of  their  God/f  And,  proud 
as  we  juftly  are  of  our  country,  and  of  its  glo- 
rious defenders,  let  us  all  be  careful  that  our 
pride  does  not  rife  into  prefumption,  nor  our 
confidence  into  felf-fufficiency.  Of  our/elves, 
lesus  think  foberly,  and  as  we.  ought  to  think. 
At  all  times  graceful,  Humility  is  at  no  period 
fo  graceful,  as  in  the  hour  of  triumph.  And 
ahove  all,  it  becomes  us  to  cherifh  it,  when  we 
cannot  but  be  fenfible,  that  our  profperity  has 
infinitely  exceeded  our  defert. 

f  Qpprefled  with  the  weight  of  the  benefits 
which  lie  has  fhowered  down  upon  us,  with 
what  laments  of  unfeigned  gratitude  and 
devotjprf*,  fhould  we  now  tujrn  to  our  Almighty 
Benef&$or  f  how  earneftly  fhould  we  endea- 
vour, by  ^faithful  adherence,  by  chearful  obedi- 
ence, by  enlightened  zeal,  by  reverential  love, 

to 
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